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Misuse of Statistics
Misuse of statistics is usually a pattern of unsound statistical analysis, which is mostly done by the media. These unsound statistical analyses are related to the quality of the data, the statistical methods, as well as the interpretation of the data. Media, in most cases, misuse statistics to persuade, influence, or for the selling of a specific commodity (Spacey, 2019). However, some misuse results from mistakes that are done during statistical data analysis, which in the long run results to poor decision making as well as failed strategies. 

One of the examples of statistics misuse includes Fox News in 2017, which used misleading statistics to push for an authoritarian agenda. The Fox News headlines read, "Police Officer Deaths on Duty jumped nearly 20 percent in 2017”. Although the police deaths are incredibly preventable and tragic, the statistics that fox news provided were not squaring up with the actual statistics about the violent attacks ion the police (Charlie, 2017). Good evidence that showed that Fox news statistics was false is that more relevant statistics including the BBC report showed that the number of deaths of police officers per capita declined by 70% from the year 1980 to the year 2013. Most of the press fall in this trap of misusing statistics since they like generalizing anything that they are investigating rather than considering the specifics. For instance, in this case, fox news omitted the fact that increase in police deaths was as a result of non-violent tragic accidents and only generalized the total police fatalities from January 1st, 2017 to July 1st, 2017 to have risen by 10 percent. There are numerous causes of police deaths that include traffic-related, fire-related, job-related illnesses, poison, drowning, aircraft crash, and electrocution. If all these were considered, Fox news could not have fallen ion the trap of misuse of statistics (Charlie, 2017). 
Another example of statistics misuse by the press was in 2014 when the Washington post misused the data on violence against women. The bottom line of the article stated, “Married women are notably safer than their unmarried peers, and girls raised in a home with their married father are markedly less likely to be abused or assaulted than children living without their father." The post only focused on marriage as the only thing that affected intimate partner violence, while several other things could have been put into consideration to avoid misusing statistics (Chalabi, 2014). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, most press leases misuse statistics due to the lack of in-depth investigations and considerations. The authors of the press releases need to always put all aspects and statistics into considerations before making any decision to be able to have more reliable conclusions to write on the papers. 
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